Rules of Decorum applicable to all meetings.

Consistent with provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act (chapter 42.30 RCW), all meetings of a
majority of the Board of County Commissioners shall be open and the public and all persons shall be
permitted to attend any meeting except as otherwise provided in chapter 42.30 RCW. Although all meeting
will be open to the public, the public has no right to speak at a meeting unless advertised as such or the
Chair, in consultation with other Board members, determines testimony or presentation is appropriate. The
public has a right to audiotape and/or videotape the meeting so long as it does not interfere with the orderly
conduct of the meeting.

A. Addressing the board of county commissioners when public testimony is solicited.

(1) Any person desiring to address the Board must first be recognized by the Chair. A person may be
required to fill out a sign-in sheet as a condition of speaking. All sign-in sheets shall be delivered
to the Clerk of the Board.

(2) Each person speaking, using the public microphone, or if no public microphone is available but the
meeting is being recorded or minutes are being taken, shall initially identify themself by his or her
name, mailing address (unless confidentiality is requested) and, if appropriate, representative
capacity.

(3) Any person submitting letters or documents should provide a minimum of seven copies prior to the
meeting or at the meeting. All copies should be given to the Clerk of the Board. The Clerk of the
Board is responsible for officially filing and distributing the submittal(s).

(4) Demonstrations, the displaying of banners, signs, buttons, apparel expressing opinions on political
matters or matters being considered by the Board, applause, or similar actions will not be permitted
at meetings to maintain the decorum befitting the deliberative, legislative or executive process.

(5) No boisterous conduct shall be allowed at any time.

(6) No person shall orally initiate charges or complaints against individual county employees at a
public meeting of the Board. The terminology “county employee” shall not include a Spokane
County elected official.

(7) A speaker asserting a statement of fact may be asked to document and identify the source of the
factual datum asserted.

(8) When addressing the Board, members of the public shall direct all remarks to the Board Chair and
shall confine remarks to the matters that are specifically before the Board at that time.

B. Speaking Time Limits.

(1) Each person addressing the Board shall be limited to a maximum of three minute speaking time or
less unless the chair determines to provide additional time. The speaking time limit does not
include time necessary to respond to questions asked by the Board.

(2) Speakers may not allocate their three minutes to another speaker.

C. Violations of Rules of Decorum

(1) The provisions of RCW 42.30.050 (Interruptions-Procedure) may be used to address violations of
applicable rules of decorum.



